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that it will be absorbed in a few weeks. Time must be

allowed the team to adapt itself to the llockne system,

and anyone who looks for a highly geared scoring ma-

(•hine early in October, is simply building castles in

Spain.

.

However, the signing of a new coach is simply an

incident in a movemient which is much more significant

and far reaching. The problem of athletics, and espe-

cially of football, has always been a vexatious one at

yillanova. We must confess that our records of recent

years on the gridiron would not throw any of us into a

frenzy of joy, and it is the Alumnus who feels most

keenly the loss of our athletic prestige. The under-

graduate, with the enthusiasm of youth, is always ready

to look for better things "next year." But the "old

grad" does not take this optimistic viewpoint and re-

fuses to regard the future as rosy—nor do we blame

him. Years of waiting for a hope long deferred have

dampened his enthusiasm to a considerable extent.

The new policy that has been evolved practically

puts into the hands of the Alumni the entire control of

Villanova's athletics. Briefly, the plan is this: An
Alumni Athletic Association is to be formed from among

the graduates of the College. Membership in this asso

ciation calls for minimum dues of ten dollars. The

Association is to elect from among its members an

Athletic Council, which council will, in turn, appoint

committees to take charge of the various branches of

sport. As the plan now stands there is to be a Football

Committee, a Basketball Committee, a Baseball Coul-

mittee and a Track Committee. These committees are

to have full charge of the sport assigned them, and

membership is to be so distributed that the various sec-

tions having strong numerical standing will be repre-

sented. In addition, a S'aculty Committee is to be

formed to represent the College. It is intended that the

Committee will have no power of initiating movements.

Its sole function is to ratify.

The above is a rough sketch of the plan as it has

been outlined. Letters setting forth the plan in greatc^r

detail are being mailed to every member of the Alumni

Association. The idea of Alumni control of athletics has

proven eminently practical. Indeed, the tremendous

growth of college athletics is due mainly to the success-

ful application of this plan. The most pessimistie

Alumjius must admit that the college authorities have

shown themselves willing to cut away from the old

moss-backed methods and burn their bridges behinci

them. They have made a radical step. Whether or not

it is a step in the right direction is for the Alumnus to

decide.

Although the basketball season has closed several

weeks ago it is only fitting that we should again mention

the success of our quintet in this issue. Only once in

thirteen games did our court array bow to defeat. The

St. John's College five was the only team that adminis-

tered defeat to the Blue and White dribblers. But our

bitter revenge was sweet victory when we met the

Gotham team in the second of a two-game series.

Joe Sheehan garnered by far the greatest number of

points on the squad. Sheehan averaged better than

three field goals in every game. Then came the other

Joe—Joe Barry, he of the flaxen hair. Barry, like

Sheehan, played consistently throughout the season.

The Gibraltar defense, Jacobs, Francella and Pickett,

must, too, come in for a share of the praise. They all

played well and are deserving of many plaudits. The

team, we frankly believe, is the equal of any in col-

legiate ranks.

In passing we must say a word about the man who

was responsible for Villanova's success on the court

—

Mike Saxe. Saxe is a natural leader of men and he

knows the game of basketball like no other college coach.

His superior strategy perplexed more than one team.

His word has always been law with the Blue and White

basketball squad. The results of the four years that

Mike Saxe has been at Yillanova has conclusively

proven that the little stocky Blue and White mentor

"ain't missing on knowing his stuff."

Surprise upon surprise the athletic council is heap-

ing upon us. First we receive the joyful news that

Harry Stuhldreher, the most famous of Notre Dame's

Four Horsemen, has been appointed our gridiron

mentor. Now we have more good news. John (Rube)

Cashman has been selected to assist Coach Charles Me-

Geehan in tutoring the baseball squad this year, Rub'.e

is prominently known throughout the East as a basket-

ball official and a basball player. He was a former

Catholic High School boy from where he joined the

ranks of the Philadelphia Naltional lieague baseball

team. Cashman knows baseball and he can teach the

national sport. He is very likeable with an appealing

personality but, very much like Head Coach McGeehau,

he is an exacter of work. It is very improbable that the

Blue and White nine will have anything but a success-

ful year with two such men as McGeehan and Cashman
tutoring the squad.

Short Briefs! Do You Know That-
Captain Joe Connell has not made an error in his

career at Yillanova, participating in over forty-flve

games. Keep up the good work, Joe, we are all rooting

for you.
;

Dick Moynihan, varsity second baseman, batted .491

last year, hitting in every one of the twenty-flve games.

Harry Griffith, Blue and White pitching ace, estab-

lished a record in High with an average of twentytwo

strikeouts for eighteen games. Some" record to beat.

Here's hoping that Harry has a repetition of his Prep

School days this year.

Eddie Cotter and Jimmie Hartnett, third basemart

and shortstop, accomplished flve double plays in the

flrst three games of the season last year.


